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1.4. FERNANDO AND JUANA, MONAR
RAGON (SPAIN), ExcERPCT:sFQF —

CASTILE AND A RN BY T
[ HE MON RQ
ARCHg T M

"|NSTRUCT|ON
RODRIGO DE ALBURQUERQUE AND T S |
L|CENT|ATE IBARRA TO BE CARRIED 00 ‘1‘\\‘:
DURING THE GENERAL DISTRIBUTION OFUT T
|ND|ANS IN THE ISLAND OF HISPANIOLA" (:‘;E W;
13)
¥

By 1512, outcries from missionaries and other reports from Espanola had alerted ¢

:on had decimated the island’s Taino Oyal offy
peoples. Altho
ugh i

Spain that conquest and colonizatl
officials enacted some reforms intended to protect Tainos, they also knew and had
to ackn

that Espanola’s economy and royal revenues from the island depended on compul
The following document contains excerpts from royal orders issued in 1513 to twlx)ro sory'Tai
ing a repartimiento, an allocatio officials
task that in effect required that th
repartimiento and other reforms wou

mpel‘ial Y
Owled .

1 of Tainos on the island amongst towns and individual condygy.
al colonj
Sts, o

ey compile a census of Espanola’s Indians. Offici
. Offi
1d help to stem the decline of the Tainos. cials hoped th the

Valladolid, October 4, 1513  determined by our erudite men, in ord
: 4 er
.consc1ence. @d you should order that eve L clear}se o
mgd Ollll-r ofﬁaals, anyone under our namerytgne‘ Inclyg.
The King: What you, Licentiate Ibarra and Rodrigo de :?rs a:dv:ﬁeltlthe R cees. = Wén :SASSWEE
Alburquerque, must do, i S e people, of eve 504
Tt Ind;m t that, ;Ilyotjr' position of encomendador*  report each of the Indians the il P,
i [he’y Wmﬂd, . cording to the lettered men’s®  of the caciques” under whos Y POssess, and the nap,
g e I i 1 1 o
reso eated and indoctrinated in  the name of each Indian, be it r(;lmmand i
f en Or women, bo
+ DOYS or

This copy was faithfully transcribed from a decree given by
the King.

Our Holy Catholic Faith is to abide b i
y the following: irl :
2. Second, by the virtu ....  girls, to the Indian Visitor a
shall revoke and annul ﬂe]Of e o i e elected in every town for s rllld a delegate, who willi
, through a public announce- 4. And then, you sh ucld' and other, purposes...
' ould order each of the toy
m

I i 1
1

Source: Ernesto Sagd
: s and Orlando Inoa, ed e
hshefx, 2,003)‘ 17-23. The editors transl;tfads‘t,h?hfi Dominican People: A Documentary History (Pri
Espafiola: EI Repartimiento de Alburquerque de 15 is document from Luis Arranz Mérquez, R s Markus Wiener P
14 (Santo Domingo: Fundacién Garcia Aréepfimmlemos e g
valo, 1991), 263-73.

4 A
good rough translation would be “caretaker.”

5. Theologi
,6' Diego Columbus, Chris ; court, charged with advisin
7. Taino chiefs, g monarchs on the morality of proposed laws and policies





image2.jpeg
. ighboring farms and a5 : K
i o namesand alocation of e G0 fr o
The lists shoulf:l be sent to you by the . wmi,ans'
reasonable period of time. in
5, And thes, i should order that 5 record of ) ¢,
people that .live in each town shoulq be createq unde:

the supersision of the mayor and the Secretary of each

S i signed by the Mayor

and the secretary and brought to you by the delegate, 4

well as the list of the declared Indians, and 3 reponl 2

the visit that the mayors paid to each of the cacigyes

7. Completed t.his first part of the task, w};;n

ENEE COARE e aes: hanuhbegepenal, gy, |

pution of the Indians is !ust, according to jtg PO

Jation, so that no town is affected by having fewe,

Indians. At the same time, you shoulq consider if 1

town has been allocated too many Indians S s

to its population. This is so that no one .

need to present a protest as in the village of Brmstr

Real where people were affected. They S b

very few, and extremely pasessary Indians, awho o
very useful in the trade with Cuba. Make sure that
no other town, but the one already mentioned, js
affected. ... The Indians should stay in their original
places to avoid the inconveniences of moving them
around. But if a general redistribution of Indians is
necessary, make sure you privilege those communi-
ties that have mines in them, because they will be
more useful to us. ...

9. [Having] completed the general Allocation, and if
changes must be made in order to meet the needs of each
town, and if nothing else needs to be done, then you
should proceed to make the individual distributions,

10. In this matter, the first thing to be consid-
ered...is that no Indian shall be allocated in two
places at the same time. This is because by their [the
Indians] being in several places, the control as to their
instruction and doctrine in our sacred Catholic faith
and in the communication with Christians as to their

good treatment, in the hands of the people who have

them, cannot be clearly maintained. . ..
12. And because it has been called to our atten-

tion that the number of Indians in the island has
been declining, and at the same time, some people
have too many of them and cannot, therefore, indoc-
trinate them and teach them the tenets of Our Holy

third profit that was established in the ordinance,
18. And also, because Wwe have been informed that
many people have ten or fewer Indians and for this

small number we receive no profit. So we order that
you collect those Indians from the people that only
have three, four, or six and Up 10 ten, so that they may
be relocated, especially the Indian men. But the Indian
women can stay because many of them are used as
house servants and maids, and they shall be indoctri-
nated and taught in the house. This is so long as they
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are not married, because according to the Lettered
Men, the married women and the children under thir-
teen years of age must do as the Indian man orders, for
they are subjected to his will. If any of these Indians
hold vital positions in the mines such as blacksmith or
similar occupations, they should be left there. . ..

20. And also, make sure that the Indians are not
overworked as they have been until now, a matter
that has caused a lot of harm and a decrease in the
number of Indians. Those who have Indians, as it has
been determined, shall have them use oxen to plough
their land, to the extent that this could be possible, sO
that the Indians can preserve energy. You shall order
anyone who has more than fifty Indians to obtain a
pair of oxen as well to help work the land; z‘md those
people who have more than a hundred Indians shall
have two pairs of oxen, and those with over two hun-
dred should have three pairs. That is so that the more

A ENCOUNTERS I'HE ATLANTIC WORLD

oxen they have the less overworked the Indiang

be, therefore they could serve us better, and they

h ’ve more time t© be indoctrinated and to ce)
a :

their festivities and holidays. ...

shayy
Coulq
ebrate

in Valladolid, on the fourth day of October 1513

Given ; ;
I, the King. The Bishop of Palencig, Ear]

QUESTIO NS

1. In what ways did these instructions to redistribyge
Indian laborers reflect and reinforce the distribution
of power and wealth among colonists on Espaiioly?

2. What measures did the Spanish Crown seek tq im.

plement in order to protect Taino lives? Whict, of
the Crown’s instructions threatened to disrupt anq
endanger Taino lives, and how might those Bt
tions have disrupted and endangered Taino lives:
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